












426,000



0.06%





1. History

2. Unintended consequences

3. Lessons
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Seattle Archives - 1915
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Our rising standard of living

1900 1960 1980 2006

44 275 455 557

Disposable products & packaging
kg / cap / year
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Blue box recycling
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Metro Vancouver recycling, 2035
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Landfill in the sky
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The problem:
Producers design products to be 

“disposable” (even though they may 

contain toxic ingredients)...

... and municipalities pick up 

after them at the end of the 

pipe.

http://www.cumberlink.com/articles/2007/11/16/perry_news/news699.txt
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NO!

Extended Producer Responsibility. 

EPR makes producers responsible for 

providing cradle-to-cradle recycling.

The solution:

http://www.cumberlink.com/articles/2007/11/16/perry_news/news699.txt
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Examples 

of EPR
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More EPR 

in our future

24,358 tonnes per year

http://www.yellowpages.ca/gourl/http://www.nufloors.ca
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More EPR
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More EPR



29

1980 1990197019601900 2000



30

• Retail Council of Canada (RCC)

• Canadian Council of Grocery Distributors (CCGD)

• Canadian Federation of Independent Grocers (CFIG) 

• Canadian Association of Chain Drug Stores (CACDS)

September 24, 2008:

We will cut plastic bag use by 50% in 5 years

Industry response:

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_dqnSh9wGs5o/SOf5hK8IPPI/AAAAAAAAAY0/UU8kTUfIWEA/s1600-h/zerowaste+sa+gov+au.jpg
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Which future?
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Products + organics
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Which future?
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EPR + Composting = Zero Waste
(or darned close)
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Helen Spiegelman

Zero Waste Vancouver
October 25, 2005

http://blog.zerowastevancouver.org


