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Keeping organic waste out of BC landfills

ÅLargely due to organic material, landfills are 
largest human-caused source of methane, a GHG 
23 times more effective at trapping heat than 
CO2. 
ïU.S. landfills contribute 25% of total national 

methane emitted.

ÅOrganic material accounts for as much as 40% of 
waste in B.C. landfills.
ÅMany landfills in B.C. are reaching end-of-life, 

new sites can take a decade to plan and permit.



Keeping Organics out of BC landfills

OPPORTUNITIES
Å Provincial regulatory change can provide organic feedstock for 

composting and create a stable investment climate that supports 
scale-up of new technology platforms.

Å/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ .Φ/ΦΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘŜŘ оо҈ DID ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ нлнлΦ
ÅOrganic diversion can create new higher-paying, cleaner Green Jobs 

for recycling, waste management industry.
ïWaste disposal creates 2.5 jobs per 1,000 tons disposed, diversion 

creates 4.7 jobs for same amount. (Goldman/Ogishi. 2001)

Å Global market for B.C. innovation in urban composting technology 
(engineering solutions for processing speed, quality /consistency of 
compost product and odour control) is potentially very large. 
ïCalifornia - half of landfills full in 15 yrs. 
ïShanghai ςǇƻǇΦ мт ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ άwǳōōƛǎƘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎέ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ п҈ ǿŀǎǘŜ 

recycled, all landfills full within 4 yrs.  



BC Climate Action Plan
ΨYŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭǎΩ
1. Plan: άbŜǿ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ 

waste to build the strength of soils in our gardens and on 
ƻǳǊ ŦŀǊƳǎΦέ 
Action:Proposed regulation to capture methane 
ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭǎΦ Ψ9ƴŘ ƻŦ ǇƛǇŜΩΣ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ   

2. Plan: ά9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
energy before they reach our landfills will continue to be 
a key priority, as will reducing the greenhouse gases 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ
Action: Metro Vancouver getting mixed signals from 
Province to pursue W-T-E incineration while Ministerial 
Order expands Cache Creek. Diversion not main priority.



Provincial political drivers favouring 
diversion

ÅGHG legislation sets interim targets 2012, 2016. 
BC only province in 2008 to see emissions rise in 
industrial sector. 

ÅOrganics diversion to reduce source GHG 
ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ΨǉǳƛŎƪ ǿƛƴΩ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
regional districts required to be carbon neutral.

ÅbŜǿ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŜŘΩ ²ŀǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŀƴ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ 
activities are tightened in all defined watersheds 
for stream and aquifer health.



Catching up with Nova Scotia

ÅNova Scotia banned organics from landfills in 
1998. Regulatory change led to municipal Green 
Bin programs for compostibleorganics.

ÅWithin two years, NS became only province in 
Canada to meet its 50% waste reduction goal.

ÅHalifax uses Mechanical Biological Treatment 
(MBT) to screen, shred and compost residual 
wastes to further reduce  methane-producing 
άŦŜǊƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭǎ ōȅ 
reducing waste volume up to 50%.



BC Municipal leadership

RCBC Organics Working Group report:

Å9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ .Φ/ΦΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǇŜǊ 
capita. 

ÅBroad municipal interest, a few trailblazers (PoCo, 
Whistler), but most lack capacity for appropriate 
infrastructure and program design.

ÅSuccessful programs in WA State can be 
duplicated here. 
ïScope of food materials (avoid confusing phase in), 

creative public education, cost-benefit  analysis.


