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Keeping organic waste out of BC landfills

ÅLargely due to organic material, landfills are 
largest human-caused source of methane, a GHG 
23 times more effective at trapping heat than 
CO2. 
ïU.S. landfills contribute 25% of total national 

methane emitted.

ÅOrganic material accounts for as much as 40% of 
waste in B.C. landfills.
ÅMany landfills in B.C. are reaching end-of-life, 

new sites can take a decade to plan and permit.



Keeping Organics out of BC landfills

OPPORTUNITIES
Å Provincial regulatory change can provide organic feedstock for 

composting and create a stable investment climate that supports 
scale-up of new technology platforms.

Å/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ .Φ/ΦΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘŜŘ оо҈ DID ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ нлнлΦ
ÅOrganic diversion can create new higher-paying, cleaner Green Jobs 

for recycling, waste management industry.
ïWaste disposal creates 2.5 jobs per 1,000 tons disposed, diversion 

creates 4.7 jobs for same amount. (Goldman/Ogishi. 2001)

Å Global market for B.C. innovation in urban composting technology 
(engineering solutions for processing speed, quality /consistency of 
compost product and odour control) is potentially very large. 
ïCalifornia - half of landfills full in 15 yrs. 
ïShanghai ςǇƻǇΦ мт ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ άwǳōōƛǎƘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎέ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ п҈ ǿŀǎǘŜ 

recycled, all landfills full within 4 yrs.  


