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Parksville Bottle Depot  

Louise Beaton of Parksville Bottle & 
Recycling opened her brand new, 
automatic doors to the local residents 
of Parksville on April 1st.  Her newly 
constructed building of 5,600 
square feet is the very first 5-STAR 
Return-It Depot location on 
Vancouver Island. 

Louise is very much a local recycling 
guru of Parksville and 
Qualicum region (she operates two 
locations).  Simply, stepping up and 
raising the standards for her business 
and her neighbors was foremost on 
her agenda. ñIt wasnôt easyò, she tells 
Encorp Pacific in an interview, "and 
the commitment level of not just the 
financials but enduring the 
construction of a brand new building 
from ground-up is an enormous 
challenge for everyone involved." 

The depot boasts much of the 
heritage characteristics of 
Parksville but modern in every sense. 
Louise has installed heated tiled 
floors which are operationally 
practical in numerous ways, it heats 
the depot, it dries the floor in an 
instant, and, she says, the cost is 
very minimal. The depot is furnished 
with stainless steel sorting tables, 
state-of-the-art fast-drying hand 
dryers (one on each side of the 
customer area), marble customer 
counters, conveyors, Encorp signage 
and branding to complete this 
transformation.  

 

 

Inside the recently opened Parksville Bottle & 
Recycling Depot 

 

CWMA Annual Conference  

CWMA are pleased to announce 

"Rebuilding from the Waste Up" , 
the theme for this yearôs conference 
to be held at the Westin Bear 
Mountain, Langford, BC, from 
October 21 �± 23, 2009.  The 
conference committee is busy putting 
together an extensive program of 
presenters and tours for delegates 
that will surpass last yearôs event. 
 
Vancouver Islandôs largest annual 
waste and recycling conference has 
sponsorship and tradeshow 
opportunities starting for as little as 
$650.  If you are interested in 
supporting the conference through 
sponsorship, or in promoting your 
products and services in the 
tradeshow, please contact the CWMA 
office for details.  Sponsorship 
monies raised to help defray the 
costs of hosting this event as well 
speaker expenses. 

Keeping the bears at bay  

When staff of the North Shore 
Recycling Program conducted a 
survey among compost users last 
year, they were stunned by the 
results. 

"We were pretty amazed just to see 
how many people are composting 
incorrectly," says Elizabeth Leboe, 
community programs co-ordinator. A 
common mistake among users was 
solely putting food waste in their bin, 
neglecting to add the materials that 
aid in the decomposition process. 
"Without it you just get basically a pile 
of rotting, slimy food," says Leboe. 
Not only did program staff realize 
they had their work cut out for them 
as far as basic how-to-compost 
education was concerned, they also 
discovered that there were some 
safety issues here; mainly the sludge 
these misguided compost users were 
letting sit in their backyards no doubt 
smelled delicious to bears and a host 
of other pests. 

On the other side of the coin were 
survey respondents who revealed 
that they had recently stopped 
composting due to a fear of attracting 
bears. "And they don't need to be 
(afraid), so long as they're managing 
their odorous waste responsibly," 
says Leboe.  

With all this in mind, program staff 
have made composting a strong 
focus of their efforts. Wanting to 
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